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November 25, 2013

ONONDAGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE’S SURGICAL TECH PROGRAM SCORES BEST IN NEW YORK STATE

Recent graduates from Onondaga Community College’s Surgical Tech program outperformed all others in New York State. Each of the program’s 11 students achieved passing grades on the National Certification Exam, making it the only program in New York State in which 100% of its students passed. Nationwide there are 464 Surgical Tech programs. Onondaga was 1 of only 95 in which all of its students earned passing grades. The National Certification Exam is 175 questions. A score of 119 is needed to pass. Onondaga’s class average was 141.

Onondaga’s Surgical Tech class is a 10-month long certificate program. Students who become Surgical Technologists function in association with nurses and surgeons to help provide high-quality care of the surgical patient. Students learn how to scrub and assist during operating procedures, how to prepare, maintain, clean and store instruments, and how to become a valuable component of a surgical team that will deliver high level care to the patient population. Onondaga’s Surgical Tech program is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs, (CAAHEP).

Employment rate is 100% for program graduates. The 11 graduates are employed at the following health care facilities:
· St. Joseph’s Hospital Health Center 
· Crouse Hospital 
· University Hospital 
· Oswego Hospital 
· Specialty Surgery Center

Onondaga’s Surgical Tech program is chaired by MaryPat Annable. She worked in an operating room for 10 years and has taught at Onondaga for 20 years. A photo of her working with students is attached.
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Onondaga Community College is Central New York’s second largest undergraduate college with more than 12,000 students. Onondaga is a two-year college operating under the State University of New York (SUNY) system, and is locally sponsored by Onondaga County. Located on a bustling 280-acre campus atop Onondaga Hill, the community’s college remains dedicated to serving the needs of students in ways that help them to explore, discover, and transform. Onondaga offers nearly 50 programs of study, bachelor and master’s degrees available on campus through a regional higher education center, and more than 80 transfer agreements with four-year colleges and universities.  A 2013 report on “The Economic Contributions of Onondaga Community College” shows student enjoy an attractive 14.4% rate of return on their educational investment and recover all costs in 11 years, while state and local governments see an annual rate of return of 7.8% on their support for Onondaga. The College is home to the seven-time NJCAA national champion men’s lacrosse team and the two-time NJCAA national champion women’s lacrosse team. The men’s team won its fifth consecutive national title in 2013. The women last won the national title in 2012. Onondaga has fifteen intercollegiate men’s and women’s athletic teams.
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