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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Roger Mirabito, Communications Coordinator
Office: (315) 498.2054
Cell: (315) 420.7496
Email: r.h.mirabito@sunyocc.edu

June 12, 2014

THREE ONONDAGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENTS WIN “BEST OF SUNY” STUDENT ART AWARDS

SUNY Chancellor Nancy Zimpher has named three Onondaga Community College students winners in the “Best of SUNY” Student Art Awards. The students were chosen by individual art departments across SUNY’s 64 campuses. Areas of competition included drawing, ceramics, painting, sculpture, photography, printmaking, mixed media, photography sculpture, and digitally produced works. The winning artwork is on display at the State Museum in Albany through August 31.

Onondaga’s three winners are:
· Kathryn Griffin		Sophomore	Holmes H.S.			Edenton, NC
· Skyla Hays-Taber	Freshman	Jamesville-Dewitt H.S.	Dewitt
· John Jastremski	Sophomore	Cicero-North Syracuse H.S.	Cicero

A photo of Hays-Taber’s work, titled “Mechanical Pencil,” can be viewed at
http://myhome.sunyocc.edu/~r.h.mirabito/Mechanical%20Pencil,%20Skyla%20Hays-Taber.JPG

“We are deeply proud to have our Best of SUNY art exhibition on display at the New York State Museum again this year,” said Chancellor Zimpher. “Showcasing our top student works from the past year, this annual exhibit has become a must-see attraction for those who live in Albany as well as the museum’s many visitors from across the state and nation. Congratulations to all of this year’s contributors.”

“Congratulations to Kathryn, Skyla, and John for their outstanding accomplishments,” said Onondaga President Dr. Casey Crabill. “It is a wonderful achievement to be selected in a statewide competition and have their work put on display for all to see. We are extremely proud of them.”

###

Onondaga Community College is Central New York’s second largest undergraduate college with more than 12,000 students. Onondaga is a two-year college operating under the State University of New York (SUNY) system, and is locally sponsored by Onondaga County. Located on a bustling 280-acre campus atop Onondaga Hill, the community’s college remains dedicated to serving the needs of students in ways that help them to explore, discover, and transform. Onondaga offers nearly 50 programs of study, bachelor and master’s degrees available on campus through a regional higher education center, and more than 80 transfer agreements with four-year colleges and universities.  A 2013 report on “The Economic Contributions of Onondaga Community College” shows student enjoy an attractive 14.4% rate of return on their educational investment and recover all costs in 11 years, while state and local governments see an annual rate of return of 7.8% on their support for Onondaga. The College is home to the eight-time NJCAA national champion men’s lacrosse team and the two-time NJCAA national champion women’s lacrosse team. The men’s team won its sixth consecutive national title in 2014. The women last won the national title in 2012. The Lazers have also earned national titles in men’s tennis and men’s basketball. Onondaga has fifteen intercollegiate men’s and women’s athletic teams. Follow Lazer athletics at www.onondagalazers.com. Follow alumni events at www.alumni.sunyocc.edu.
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